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The Luxury of Clay: Porcelain Past and Present
On view February 19 through June 26, 2022

Trace the history of porcelain through the finest examples of vases, teapots, figurines,
services, and more

WASHINGTON, D.C.— The opulence and invention that characterized the evolution of hard-
paste porcelain are explored in the special exhibition The Luxury of Clay: Porcelain Past and
Present, on view at Hillwood Estate, Museum & Gardens from February 19 through June 26,
2022. With more than 140 objects, ranging from 18t"-century Meissen, Du Paquier, KPM, and the
Imperial Porcelain Factory to contemporary objects that reimagine the enduring art form today,
The Luxury of Clay will explore how the important discovery of “true porcelain” in Europe ignited
centuries of innovation and creativity.

The Luxury of Clay will be the first exhibition at
Hillwood to explore and present the full range of hard-
paste porcelain production represented in its collection,
including new acquisitions exhibited for the first time,
looking beyond the French and Russian services for which it
is best-known to highlight the earliest European innovators
and the adoption of new technologies in porcelain across
the centuries. It will include additional pieces of rare

Meissen and Du Paquier porcelain on loan from the

collections of Hans Syz and Alfred Duane Pell conserved at

the National Museum of American History in

Washington, D.C., where they have not been

exhibited since the 1960s, and select loans from The Frick
Collection and other private collections in New York and Washington in order to fully examine the

evolution of true porcelain.

“Hillwood’s renowned porcelain collection reflects founder Marjorie Merriweather Post’s
taste for beautifully crafted items, of exquisite design, and with historic associations, and includes
examples ranging from the early years of the royal porcelain factory at Vincennes—Ilater known as
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Sévres—to a grand selection of 18t-century European pieces,” explained Hillwood executive
director, Kate Markert. “This is the first porcelain exhibition at Hillwood to examine the full scope of
Marjorie Post’s passion for the material, including hard-paste, while placing these historic piecesin
dialogue with contemporary creative porcelain inventions.”

Examples of contemporary ceramics, including pieces by Bouke de Vries, Chris Antemann,
Cindy Sherman, and Roberto Lugo, will demonstrate the historic inspiration of Chinese, German,

and French porcelain on artists today.

History
Often referred to as “white gold,” due to its natural color and high value, porcelain was originally
produced in China in the 7t century. The exportation to Europe by the Portuguese and Dutch in the
16t century created a vast demand for these goods, heretofore unknown outside of Asia. The recipe
for porcelain remained a mystery in Europe until the early 18t century, when the Meissen
Manufactory in Saxony discovered the essential ingredient, kaolin, a soft white clay. From there, the
secret traveled throughout Europe, to Vienna in 1718 under Claudius du Paquier and nationalized in
1744 by Empress Maria Theresa; to Saint Petersburg, Russia, in 1744 at the Imperial Porcelain
Manufactory following Peter the Great’s visit to Saxony; to Berlin in 1763 at the Royal Porcelain
Manufactory (KPM); and finally to France, at Sévres in the late 1760s.

With each new discovery came innovative colors,
styles, and shapes, distinguishing factories from one
another as each developed specialties. Moving u
chronologically through time, the exhibition will 2 ‘ I\ «\
demonstrate how the discovery of this material in Europe ",‘2‘:‘“% |
shaped the luxury market and how the porcelain craze left a i -“i—-\-l,‘ ,
lasting impact on the art world. y

“Though seemingly ubiquitous today, porcelain
was initially a rare and highly prized material,” said Dr.
Rebecca Tilles, associate curator of 18t-century French and

Western European fine and decorative arts and curator of

the exhibition. “lIts story is one of mystery and intrigue, and
we are excited to use the beautiful pieces within Hillwood's
collection to trace its origins and eventual expansion
westward. From functional pieces and decorative objects to fine art and tableware, porcelain has

been continually reinvented and played an important role in history.”

Porcelain at Hillwood

Marjorie Merriweather Post had an eye for beauty and a taste for exquisitely crafted objects when
creating her collection. Beginning with Sévres soft-paste porcelain, which she purchased from the
1920s through the 1960s, Post established herself as a cultivated and discerning collector of



porcelain. She later turned her attention to the collections of the Habsburg court and then to Russian
porcelain services, particularly diplomatic gifts and international commissions between Western
European and Russian factories, during her time in the Soviet Union (1937-38). At Hillwood, Post
built the French and Russian porcelain rooms to house these treasures, displayed in special cases for
all to see. Though Hillwood’s renowned collection of Sévres was previously explored in the 2009
exhibition Sevres: Then and Now, this is the first exhibition at Hillwood to investigate the full scope
of her porcelain holdings.

Contemporary Displays

The historical objects will be complemented by a selection of modern-day examples. Drawing
inspiration from examples from China, Germany, France, and more, contemporary artists such as
Bouke de Vries and Cindy Sherman have continued the tradition of using porcelain to create
beautiful works of art, and their pieces will appear throughout the exhibition in the dacha.

Hillwood invited Chris Antemann to create new works to present in the dining and breakfast
rooms in the mansion. In collaboration with Rebecca Tilles, curator, Antemann's research led to two
porcelain surtouts de table, entitled An Occasion to Gather: Dining in the French Parterre and A Stage
for Dessert, inspired by Hillwood's collection of French and Russian porcelain, the garden sculpture
and landscape design in the French parterre, and 18t"-century dining culture, will be on display in
the dining and breakfast rooms. A selection of work by Roberto Lugo, incorporating themes of visual
and popular culture, politics, and social justice, will be interspersed with objects from Hillwood's

collection throughout the first floor.

Curator

Dr. Rebecca Tilles is the associate curator of 18t"-century French and Western European fine and
decorative arts at Hillwood Estate, Museum & Gardens. At Hillwood, Tilles curated the exhibitions
Perfume & Seduction (2019) and Kristine Mays: Rich Soil (2021). She is also organizing a spotlight
exhibition on Hillwood's founder, titled Marjorie Merriweather Post and the Diplomacy of
Philanthropy (2022), in partnership with the State Department, at the National Museum of American
Diplomacy in Washington, D.C., as well as a display connected to Hillwood's Riesener furniture. She
previously worked as a curatorial research fellow in decorative arts and sculpture at the Museum of
Fine Arts, Boston. There, Tilles assisted with the exhibitions Symbols of Power: Napoleon and the Art
of the Empire Style, 1800-1815 (2007) and Splendor and Elegance: European Decorative Arts and
Drawings from the Horace Wood Brock Collection (2009). She completed her PhD in art history from
the University of Sussex (2019) for which her dissertation was titled George and Florence
Blumenthal: A Collecting Partnership in the Gilded Age, 1858-1941. She holds a BA in French and
French cultural studies from Wellesley College (2003), an MA in European Decorative Arts from The
Bard Graduate Center in New York (2007), and studied at the Ecole de Louvre Paris.



Events and Programs

The Luxury of Clay: Porcelain Past and Present will inspire an array of programs and events
throughout the presentation of the exhibition. A special event timed to Valentine’s Day, on Monday,
February 14, 2022, will celebrate the opening of the exhibition. A spring lecture series will feature a
rich array of speakers exploring a variety of topics related to the art and history of porcelain.

Exhibition Sponsors

The Luxury of Clay: Porcelain Past and Present is supported by The Marjorie Merriweather Post
Foundation, Ellen MacNeille Charles, Ms. Nedenia Rumbough and Mr. Jan Roosenburg, Buck and
Sally Chapoton, Kathy Durdin, Jocelyn Linke, and Dr. and Mrs. Michael |. Petite. All exhibitions and
programs are funded in part by the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts through the National Capital Arts
and Cultural Affairs program. This project is supported by the DC Commission on the Arts and
Humanities and the National Endowment for the Arts.

About Hillwood

When art collector, businesswoman, social figure, and philanthropist Marjorie Merriweather Post left
to the public her northwest Washington, D.C. estate, she endowed the country with the most
comprehensive collection of Russian imperial art outside of Russia, an exquisite 18"-century French
decorative art collection, and 25 acres of serene landscaped gardens and natural woodlands.
Opened as a public institution in 1977, today Hillwood Estate, Museum & Gardens offers a gracious
and immersive experience unlike any other. Highlights of the collection include Fabergé eggs,
Russian porcelain, Russian orthodox icons, Beauvais tapestries, and Sévres porcelain, and Post’s
personal collection of apparel, accessories, and jewelry. Thirteen acres of enchanting formal
gardens include a Japanese-style garden, rose garden, French parterre, and an orchid-filled

greenhouse.

General Information

Location: 4155 Linnean Avenue, NW, Washington, DC
Metro: Van Ness/UDC, Red Line (20-minute walk)

Information/Tickets: 202-686-5807 for information or www.HillwoodMuseum.org

Facebook.com/HillwoodMuseum

Hours: Tuesday through Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Mondays, most
holidays, and for several weeks in January.

Café: Merriweather Café is open Tuesday through Sunday from 11 a.m. to 3:30
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p.m. Merriweather To Go, featuring a quick selection of sandwiches, salads,
snacks, and beverages, is available Tuesday through Sunday from 11 a.m. to

4p.m.
Suggested $18, $15 seniors, $10 college students, $5 for visitors age 6 to 18.
Donation: No donation is suggested for children under 6.

Adults and seniors receive $3 off the suggested donation for weekday visits
and $1 off for weekend visits when reservations are made online.

Members receive free admission to visit the estate during regular operating
hours. To join visit https://hillwoodmuseum.org/membership

For more information visit https://hillwoodmuseum.org/visit/opening-

hours-tickets
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