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HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM & GARDENS PRESENTS

FRENCH FESTIVAL

The ultimate summer get-away – 

18th-century France – in the heart of northwest DC
WASHINGTON — Hillwood Estate, Museum & Gardens with Alliance Française de Washington celebrates France’s national holiday, Bastille Day, with French Festival on Saturday, July 14 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., with the estate remaining open until 7 p.m. for a leisurely evening in the gardens and Mansion. Games, lively theatrics, dance, pantomime, and music bring the life of the French court to the lush gardens at Hillwood. 
New York Baroque Dance Company revives the music and dance of 18th-century country and court life, including lessons in courtly manners for guests of all ages to join in. A mime duo from Happenstance Theater and a Baroque guitar performance add a delightful French flair. The Game of Graces and other pastimes enjoyed by French children will prove a challenge for young visitors, while others apply their beauty patches—known as mouches—or enter the workshop to create their own work of art.
Inside the Mansion, gallery talks offer insight into the art and furnishings of the French Drawing Room, while cars on loan from the Citroen Club mimic the streets of Paris on the Motor Court outside. The special exhibition Prêt-à-Papier: The Exquisite Art of Isabelle de Borchgrave rounds out this day of beauty with masterful re-creations of historic French fashions and more made completely out of paper. 
Hillwood and 18th-Century France
Soon after she inherited the Post cereal fortune in 1914, and following the tradition of many American collectors in the first half of the 20th century, Marjorie Merriweather Post began collecting magnificent examples of 18th-century French furniture, porcelain, tapestries, and gold boxes. Their intrinsic beauty and elegance perfectly suited Post’s taste for the classical and beautifully-crafted. Today, the French holdings of Hillwood include furniture by such masters as Jean-Henri Riesener and David Roentgen, numerous pieces of famed Sèvres porcelain spanning the early years of manufacture at Vincennes to the time of the French Revolution, and spectacular Beauvais tapestries designed by François Boucher. One stroll through the Entrance Hall, to the French Drawing Room, and up to her Louis XVI style bedroom with its view of the French Parterre, and visitors are embraced by Post’s lifelong passion for 18th-century France and its culmination at Hillwood.

Alliance Française de Washington
The Alliance Française is the largest network of French language and cultural centers in the world with a mission of promoting French language and francophone cultures.
L’Alliance Française de Washington (AFDC) is dedicated to providing the most comprehensive French language learning experience through a multi-faceted approach that promotes cultural exchange, dialogue, and appreciation of French culture among the communities of the capital region. To complement its French classes, the AFDC offers an extensive multimedia, multilingual library and a rich variety of cultural event programming for children and adults.
GENERAL INFORMATION

WHEN:


July 14 

10 a.m. to 5 p.m. for festival activities
Until 7 p.m. for leisurely strolls of the gardens, Mansion, and special exhibition Prêt-à-Papier: The Exquisite Art of Isabelle de Borchgrave
PRICE:
$18, $15 Seniors, $12 for Hillwood and Alliance Française members, $10 for students, $5 for children ages 6-18, free for children under 6.
INFORMATION:
(202) 686-5807. For a schedule of festival activities and more information, go to www.HillwoodMuseum.org

Follow us on Twitter @HillwoodMuseum

Facebook.com/HillwoodMuseum
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Hillwood Estate, Museum and Gardens is Washington, DC’s most gracious cultural attraction.  The grand Mansion, breathtaking gardens, exquisite art collection, engaging programming, and delightful café offer something special for every season. Marjorie Merriweather Post’s spectacular estate and gardens, as well as one of the finest Russian art collections in the world, offer each visitor the opportunity to be immersed in a tranquil world of beauty.  An engaging and welcoming respite from one’s daily life located right in the city’s own backyard, Hillwood is a true treasure for all who experience it. 
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